
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. Alicia Alexander        

Department: Applied Communication Studies      Phone Number: (618) 650-3069 

E-mail Address: aalexan@siue.edu                     Campus Box: 1772 

 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 
This posting includes one funded position. In addition, the faculty member may be willing to mentor additional, 

unfunded students. 

 

How many unfunded students is this professor taking in addition to his/her one funded student?   

This professor will be taking 1 additional, unfunded student 
(Students, if the faculty member will have both funded and unfunded students, he or she is free to select which student receives 

the funding. Funding cannot be split up between multiple students; only one student will receive it.) 

 

Which of the following apply to this position?  

 [X] This position is only open to students who have declared a major in this discipline.  

 [   ] This project deals with social justice issues.  

 [   ] This project deals with sustainability (green) issues.  

 [   ] This project deals with human health and wellness issues.  

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?    6 to 10 
(Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9.) 

 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit?   Yes 

 If “yes,” in which course? Independent Study, ACS 309 

 If “yes,” for how many credit hours? 1-3 

 

Location of research/creative activities: Department of Applied Communication Studies Office, AH 

 

Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity:  
The student will be involve in the ACS study assessing the differences between the traditional ACS 101 and hybrid 

ACS public speaking courses. The project involves analyzing survey data of students enrolled in both the traditional 

and hybrid course on the following variables: attitude, motivation, knowledge, and communication apprehension. 

The project also involves learning how to code the qualitative data consisting of students' information and 

persuasive presentations from both the traditional and hybrid courses.  

 

Brief description of student responsibilities: 
In the beginning of the semester the student will secure research articles to help enhance the literature review for the 

project. During the middle of the semester the student will work with the faculty member to determine the best 

approaches for analyzing the quantitative survey data obtains from students through Qualtrics. The last part of the 

semester the student will be trained by the faculty member and will work with the faculty member to code and 

analyze the student presentations used for the comparison between the hybrid and traditional course.  

 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities experience. As 

such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should your student(s) have 

learned by the end of this experience? 
The student will have learned about discovering quality sources for an academic investigation. The student will also 

learn how to analyze both qualitative and quantitative data. Additionally, the URCA student will be invited to 

collaborate on the final write-up of the data in the following semester. It is likely that a conference paper/publication 

will result from the outcomes of this project.  

 

Requirements of Students 

 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them being able to 

set their own hours), please indicate all required days and times: 

I can only select students that can meet between 10:00-4:00 M-Th 
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If the location of the research/creative activities involves off campus work, must students provide their own 

transportation?  
On campus 

 

Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades.[E.g., I require my 

students to have taken PSYC 220 and 221 and have earned at least a B in both]  

I prefer a student who has taken ACS 329 or is concurrently enrolled in the class at the time of the project.  

 

Other requirements or notes to applicants: 

N/A  

 
 


